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Long Island Sound
2003 Agreement

Owur Vision - To Restore the Health of Long Island Sound by 2014,
the 400" Anniversary of Adriaen Block’s Exploration of Long Island Sound

Whereas, in 1994 the states of Connecucut and New York and the ULS. Envirnonmental
Protection Agency, approved a Comprehensive Consavation and Management Plan (CCMP) for Long Island
sound, and

Whereas, support lor implemenung the CCNMP was allirmed in the J996 Long Liland Svund
Agreement and much progress has been made in protecting and restoring Long Island Sound through a
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Whereas. using the CCMP as a hlueprint for protection and restoraton, the Long Island Sound
Study (LISS) has continued o reline and add specilicity 1o commitments and prioridies, and

Whereas, the LISS has continued this dvnamic process by developme this Long Islund Sownd 2005
dgreement to reatfirm our commitment and further idenufy and priorinze targets and tme frames for
l:l']]Fili'“]l‘l]l:llli]]l, ;11'!".]

Whereas, our vision is of a4 Long Island Sound restored to health by 2004, the 400" Anmversary
of Adraen Block’s Exploration of Long Island Sound, and

Whereas, to make progress toward that vision, this Long Island Seand 2003 dgreement scis clear
goals and targeds, the achievement ol which will be a challenge requirimg the engagement of everyon -
federal, state, interstate, and local governmenis, busimesses, schowols and universities, and anzens --
around the Sound.

Theretore, by this Asrcement. we recomput ourselves and challenze others o work w atan the
voals ol the CONP and o make Long Lshnd Sound™s waters oleaner aod healthier, s hving résources

mare abundant and diverse, and s coonomic and recreanonal worth o the region even more valuable.

W}‘:_L'J'r'-ﬁﬂ'r' now we herehy aftix our signatures o the Agreement on this 47 tlay of December
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Long Island Sound Study Long Island Sound 2003 Agreement

I. HYPOXIA - Elinunate the adverse impacts of hypoxta resulting from human

activities.
By 20T 1, el L-JJ-._Jr:--:IIL rocli s g the 1w cnerchied load ol ai lr'IJLlllﬂlll
island Sound from point and nﬂnpmm sources within the Mew York and Coennecticut
portions of the watershed, as defined by the December 2000 decament < Total Mavimum
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2, By 2003, establish Phase I\ nirogen reducuon agreements 1o addresy atmospheri
deposidon and watershed management for porlions of the Long Ishand Sound watershed
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II. PATHOGENS - Increase the area for shellfish harvesting and eliminate bathing
beach closures while maintaining protection of human health.

| By 2003, nominace vessel no-discharge arcas for the Pawcatuck and Mysue Rivers in
Coonneetioat and for all the Long Island Sound embayvmentsin ‘\. w York. By 2005,
nomminare vessel no=discharge areas in oweo additional areas in Connectiout
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[ Lo rvase e e e vlosed soarscound o shellfishime due o |]='|.:.!:'EI.J'-_'"I:"|_J

mdicators By B PErCent Lormdan el v QU0 lewels,

3 I3y 2010, mamimize chronic bathin

r beach closures in Long Island Sound due 1o pathogen
indicators; with a goal of e liminating all chronic closures (closed for wt least three days per
r forat leasr three of the last five vears),

II, TOXIC SUBSTANCES - Elinunate toxicity or bioaccumulation impacts on
living resowrces by reducing contaminant inputs and cleaning up contarminated
sttes, and manage risk to humans from seafood consumption.

I I3 2004, EPAS in conjuncuen with the Army Corps of Engineers, sall complete the
Environmental Impact Statement for the designation of dredged material disposal sites in
central and western Long Isiand Sound and. by 2008, will complete the LIS for
designation of dredeed material disposan sites in eastern: Long [sland Sound.

2 By 2008, update the Long lsland Sound Contaminants of Concern list after considenng
Matonal Codstal Assessrmernt monitoring results and other sources ol duti,. By 20075,
Aluate current conantmant monitorthe and control rograms and identily stratemes Lo

acldress priormy 1ssucs.

3 By 2003, New Yorkand Clennecticut will meet to jomntly review ther approaches {or
Long Island Sound lish consumpuon advisories and to diseuss i process o achieve the

coal of conststent sh consumpiion adsesories {for 1 ong Island Hoond

IV. LIVING RESOURCES AND THEIR HABITATS - Assure a healthy ecosystem
with balanced and diverse populations of indigenous plants and animals, maintain
or increase the abundance and distribution of harvestable species. and restore the
ecological functions of degraded and lost habituats.

By 2003. complete the mapping of celgrass in the Leng lsland Sound area 1o determine
trends, Continue Lo promote invesugations and rescarch mnto determining the impacts of
nitrogen upon the degradaton of aquate halatats o.e,, loss ol eelerass, invreases in
riacroalgae and benthicalgac) in shallow embayments and bavs in Long [stand Sound

2 By 20005, charactenize the scope and rate of tdal wedand losses in the Sound and
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By 2004, complete research and monitoring studies into the causes of the lobster
mortalivy event in Long Island Sound and idenuty any management measures that could
be implemented to prevent future mortalin

By 2003, identify critical issues in addition o those i acoons IV, 123 related to the
management and conservation of ang resources =uch as Dsheand bieds and thes

habitats, and deévelop strategies w improve conditons, as dppropriate

By 2003, produce a list of the mvasive species of concern in Long Island Sound.

Restore ar lease 2000 acres ol habitat and 100 mver miles for ish passage durnng the ten-
vear period from 1998 1o 2008 and moniter these sites o confirm restoration progress
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By 2004, idenuly sites of vutstanding amd exemplary sclenalic, educanonal. or biological
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V. OPEN SPACE AND PUBLIC ACCESS - Assure continued public access to Long
Island Sound for aesthetic, recreational, cultural, and historical purposes and
continue to identify and acquire open spaces that are essential for the ecological
health and balance of the Sound,

Continue state land protecion initatives 0 acquire ecologically and recreatonally
significant propertes along the coast and increase public access opportuniues o shoreline
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By 2003, identfy a coordinated strategy for developing a Long Island Sound Stewardship
Svstem that:

i promotes conservation ol open space. landscapes, and ecosvstems:
b. improves access to'the Sound;
&, establishes a listing of existing open space properties and prioritizes property types

for natural resource conservabion and natural resource-based outdeor reereaton:
il incorporates the sites of vustanding and exemplary scientbc, educational, or
|I1¢'|IJ;-_‘;il al value wentiled |J‘_. Action TV .- and

& promotes tederal; state, local, and private tunding tor open space projects:

VI. WATERSHED MANAGEMENT - Assure a viable Long Island Sound watershed
that supports vibrant and healthy aquatic life, and minimizes the negative effects of
erosion, sedimentation, and flooding on the Sound and its tributaries and
embayments,

By 2010, Connectew and New Yark will work toward a goal of having 50 percent of
their respective areas in the watershed developing or implementing watershed restoration
strategies.

By 2004, Gonnecucut and New York wib denuly the amount of impervious surface in
their respective portions of the watershed, bused on available land use/land cover duata,
Through watershed |Jht|1r|iljg ciforts the stares will encourage munapalives to adom
limitations on impervious surfaces. with an overall goal of minimizing increases in
UMpervious cover Lo a rate consistent with populaton change,

By 2001, Connectueut and New York sall wssess the amount of ripartan forest huffer in
their portions of the watershed using available land use/land cover data Through
watershied planming efforts: the staes will encourage the establishment of trees w
expand the perceniage of riverine miles with forested butlers.
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VII. PUBLIC EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT - Promote an
informed and educated constituency involived in community decisions affecting the
ecological health of Long Island Sound and its living resources.

I Continue to report every two years on the health of Long Island Sound through
ecological indicarars, including measures of lving resources. water quality, landscape
changes, and commumty involvement,

i Continue o support efforts to develop and establish Long lsland Sound earricula for

primary and secondary schools through erans programs such ag the LISS Small Grans
Prosram

3. Through the use of initauves such as Project WET, Project SEARCH, the Long Island
Sound License Plate Program, and the LISS Small Granes Program, dffer Long lshand
Sound field and learming experiences to as many school children as possible, with a goal
ol reaching 50 percent of the school children within the Connecueut and New York
portons of the watershed by 2010,
By 2004, develop a public awareness compaien w help control the inraduction, spread.
and impact of invastve species.

D, Expand the Citizen Advisory Committee t involve more constituencies and continue i

role in evaluating CONM P Iimplementation and supporting public awareness of Long
Island Sound.

VIII. PARTNERSHIPS - Support the LISS Management Conference partnership in
convmunicating and coordinating action to restore and protect the Sound among
Sfederal. state, interstate, and local governments, educational institutions, private
nonprofit organizations, the regulated community, and the public.

Clonunue federal and state support and continue 1 butld partnerships at all levels to
implement the CCMP for Long Islind Sound and w effeet the speatic elements in this
Agreement.

# In 2002, provide support tothe scenufic and Technical Advisory Commutier and
Catzen Advisory Commtes w enhance their role m bullding and expanding

partnerships,

& Continue support for the EPA Long lsland Sound Office at a level necessary o
coordinate and achieve the goals in this Agreement,

15'-. 2005, reconvens [ dssess [ ELRLE Lot Il the CHoN P IL'l:-h'::" dand the LA Eets an
this Agreement and consider any addiional actions necessary.
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